Folding and assembly of oligomeric proteins in Escherichia coli.
High levels of expression of oligomeric proteins in heterologous systems are frequently associated with misfolding and accumulation of the polypeptides in inclusion bodies. This reflects aspects of the folding and assembly pathways of oligomeric proteins, which generally proceed from either folding intermediates or native-like metastable species that are not in their final conformation. Methods for optimizing the yield of correctly assembled oligomers are discussed.